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Selected Scriptures 

“All scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV).   

“Then I saw another angel…saying…Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has 

come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”  

(Rev. 14:6-7 NKJV). 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God…” (1 John 4:1 NKJV). 

“And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”       

(1 John 2:17 KJV). 

“And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT…” (Rev. 17:5 NKJV). 

OVERVIEW AND EXPLANATION OF TERMS-CHAPTER 17 

WE must remember that the Book of Revelation is “apocalyptic writing.”  This term means “to unveil,” 

“to uncover,” or “to reveal something in advance, or ahead of time. WE are actually peering into the 

FUTURE (Rev. 1:1) through spiritual “visions, signs, symbols, dreams,” that are given to John.  In this 

Book, God promises the eventual victory of good over evil, by the appearance of the glorified, heavenly, 

Sovereign Lord.  He is the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords,” (Rev. 19:16).  The ultimate message is 

Worship. (Rev. 5:13-14).  Regardless of our natural, earthly “trials,” God wins all spiritual wars.  

WORSHIP HIM!!!  Revelation 17 is basically an informational chapter about the satanic religious-political 

system that does not include the worship of the True God. 

TERMS/PHRASES/IMAGERY TO REMEMBER 

BABYLON DESCRIBED: REVELATION 17: 1-18 NKJV 

• Vision: The Scarlet Woman and the Scarlet Beast. (Bowl 7 Judgment: Destruction of the Pagan 

Power of Babylon). 

John sees a woman, (representative of the end time evil/false religious church system) dressed like a 

queen (royal robes/gold, pearls), holding a “cup” (witchcraft).  She sits on “many waters…intoxicating 

the world.” (Rev. 17:1-4).  Her name is MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT HARLOT… (Rev. 17:5-6). She is 

fully supported with wealth, denying, cursing, and blaspheming Jesus Christ. 
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• Many Waters: Babylon’s followers: people, multitudes, nations, languages (Rev. 17:15). 

 

• The Beast Empire (Antichrist) with Seven heads (Political Powers of the World System) and ten 

horns (Kings) which will eventually pledge their allegiance, power, military, and authority to the 

Beast (Rev. 17:7-8).  

 

• The disrespectful blasphemous Scarlet Beast, the seven heads and ten horns (representative of 

the end time evil/false political world system of government and commerce is the kingdom of 

the Antichrist.  Rev 13:1-2; Rev. 17:3).  

 

• Fornication: the context is the sin of idolatry which in the Bible, is considered spiritual 

adultery/prostitution with the Antichrist’s false world system, and will certainly be judged 

(Nahum 3:4). 

 

• Location of the Vision: Wilderness (Rev. 17:3). He is taken there by the Holy Spirit (Rev. 1:10). 
 

• JUDGMENT: God moves the “ten horns” (Kings) to turn against and destroy the “Great Harlot 

Babylon,” the religious world system.  The name is synonymous with idolatry, pride, and 

rebellion against God.  Historically, Gen. 11:1-9 is “in play.”  It appears that God will not allow 

evil efforts and sin to block His purpose or redemptive plans.  The nature of sin is self-destructive.  

The consequence is built in. 

Babylon: Throughout the Scripture Babylon represents the cruel and overbearing oppressor of God’s 

people.  In the end-time, Babylon will represent (spiritually) a stronghold and center of apostasy, pride, 

disobedience to divine commands, deviation from God’s moral truth and laws, instigates rebellion 

against God, with the practice of illicit and unlawful behavior that is forbidden by divine law or social 

custom. Babylon and the political powers of the earth will combine together in complete opposition to 

God’s Kingdom.  Pure idolatry practiced with the “kings and inhabitants of the earth” (Rev. 17:1-2). 

Babylon: Review of O.T. History: Genesis 11:1-9, the original Ancient City of Babylon (Babel) was the 

“birthplace” of idolatry, it’s influence, and the Tower of Babel monument. 

The color “scarlet” in Revelation symbolizes sin. 

CONCLUSION: Revelation 17 identifies BABYLON THE GREAT (Babel) as the “pattern”/representative 

“city” of many different world empires, religions, and their materialistic attractions.  Daniel 7 also deals 

with the issue of obedience, worship of the true God, and world kingdoms and empires. 

NOTES: 

 

 


