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WELCOME TO THE NEW TESTAMENT
“..This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by Might
nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6 NKJV.
THE BOOK (GOSPEL) OF MATTHEW (“gift of God”)
Matthew 1-28

Selected Scriptures

INTRODUCTION AND LIMITED ANALYSIS

“The one use of the Bible is to make us look at Jesus, that through Him we might
Know His Father and our Father, His God and our God.”
-George MacDonald

The Lord is what the Bible is all about! He is the predominant theme of the Bible.

THE REVELATION OF THE KING

“It is only through Jesus Christ that mankind can be restored to a relationship with God.”
(John 14:6). (“I am the way, the truth, and the life...” NKJV).

Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua, which means “Jehovah is salvation.”
Matthew (Jewish tax collector (Matt. 9:9-13) is primarily written to his Jewish audience
and presents Christ as the King (Matt. 1:1: “the Son of David”). He was born in Bethlehem,
grew up in Nazareth, and was crucified in Jerusalem. He did not travel outside these three
areas.

Matthew, the Gospel of “Gentile inclusion:” Tamar (Matt.1:3), Rehab (Matt. 1:5), Ruth
(Matt. 1:5), Bathsheba-Uriah’s wife (Matt. 1:6).

Matthew identifies “the voice of someone crying out: “In the desert prepare the way of
the LORD...!” This was prophesied in Isa.40:3. The voice was John the Baptist, identified in
“spirit with the Prophet Elijah”. (Matt.3:3).

Matthew records that Jesus’ life was “a life like no other.” His life was spectacular, and He
performed supernatural miracles (Matt. 11: 2-5).

Matthew selects and makes known the religious Jewish leadership rebellion, and claims
that Jesus’ mighty works were of “the devil.” (Matt. 12:24-30).



e Matthew includes Jesus’ genealogy to Abraham (Matt. 1:1-17). The Lord is later
presented “in open conflict with the religious leaders and openly rejected.” (Matt. 21-27).

e Matthew identifies Chapter 13 as a critical chapter to study. Jesus explains the mystery of
the “kingdom of heaven” using parables to “outline God’s program and Satan’s
opposition” to it on earth.

e Matthew identifies Jesus’ purpose in coming: “To serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.” (Matt. 20:28). The nature of His ministry is redemptive-He paid the “price” with
His own life (Blood), to secure our deliverance, to free us, from the bondage of sin, guilt,
and death (Rom. 3:24-26). He saved us! (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

NOTE: Parable: Jesus’ favorite teaching method, a simple “story lesson” that
illustrates/teaches spiritual truth from everyday life. He used them to help his followers
understand His teachings. However, not everyone got the point of them!

e Jesus willingly dies on the cross as “King of the Jews” (Matt. 27:29).

e The final chapter of Matthew gives Jesus’ resurrection, and ascension as King with all
authority to preside over all things (Matt. 28). He gives the disciples the “Great
Commission.”

e Matthew is not chronological, as are Mark and Luke.

The Gospel of Matthew traditionally names him as the author. His original name was Levi, son of
Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). The word Gospel means “good news,” and it is Matthew’s testimony and
story that man’s relationship with God can be restored through Jesus Christ. Indeed, this is “good
news”. Itis very important to note, and understand how Jesus completes the Old Testament in the
New Testament. It is the Old Testament that sets everything in its proper place for the coming
Messiah, who is the “Son of God.”

“John the Baptist, who was now in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was
doing. So, he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you really the Messiah we’ve been
waiting for, or should we keep looking for someone else?” Jesus told them, “Go back to
John and tell him about what you have heard and seen-the blind see, the lame walk, the
lepers are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being
preached to the poor.” (Matthew 11:2-5, NLT).

NOTES:

“Have faith in the power of the living Christ.”



