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BOOK OF ACTS (“THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES”)

Part 2-Acts 13-28. Selected Scriptures.

“THE CONVERSION”

“..1 am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee...” (Acts 23:6 NKJV).

“Now Saul was consenting to his (Stephen) death...he made havoc of the church, entering every house,
and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.” (Acts 8:1, 3 NKJV).

“..suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice
saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:3-4 NKJV).

“..If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, | more so: circumcised the eighth day, of
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee:
concerning zeal, persecuting the church...blameless...” (Philippians 3:4-6 NKJV).

“..rubbish, that | may gain Christ and be found in Him...that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection...” (Philippians 3:8, 10 NKJV).

BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

[ SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL IN PALESTINE WITH PETER AS LEADER (ACTS 1-12)
1. SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL OUTSIDE OF PALESTINE WITH PAUL AS LEADER (ACTS 13-28)
INTRODUCTION

The Book of Acts is not a full or complete record of everything that happened in the Church after the
Lord’s ascending (return) into Heaven. Luke wanted his report to Theophilus to be very clear about the
greatest news the world has ever known-Jesus Christ rose from the dead, extended the call to His
Apostles to carry the gospel message as witnesses into all the world, before His Second Coming. They
accepted the Lord’s call and command, “you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). Then, He returned to Heaven! The Book is mainly
about the ministry assignments of the Apostle Paul.

STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES
1. The Feast of Passover Observance (Luke 22:13-16, 24-27)

“..Then He said to them, with fervent desire | have desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer...”
(v. 15). This is the last earthly Jewish Feast that Jesus would share with the disciples. However, their
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great failure to put themselves in a servant’s place of submission, see themselves as a servant, arguing
about greatness, because each one wanted to be the greatest, and being overcome with selfish
ambitions. The Lord looked at them, as they revealed their selfish attitudes, pettiness and insecurity.
Then, He wrapped a towel (“sign of a servant”) around His waist and “humbled Himself...” (Phil.2:5-8).
The disciples needed a demonstration and spiritual revelation of the “full extent of his love” (John 13:1
NIV).

2. Encountering God Who Fully Knows Us (Acts 8-9)

“My portfolio is more impressive and spotless than theirs... | am very bold, energetic, passionate, and |
have the authority/official letters from the chief priest leadership to do what | want-kill Christian!” Have
you ever found out later that your thoughts and actions were totally and sincerely wrong? Self-
righteousness, lying, fighting against the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and confidence in the “flesh” are
sins that Satan uses to oppose and destroy Christians.

3. Themes/Principles to Know and Learn:
a. The Lord Jesus is very close and identifies with His own people- “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me”? (Acts 9:4; Ephesians 5:30).
b. Encountering a “life-changing” experience of surrender/submission to God, involves prayer,
meditation, and fasting (Acts 9:9).
¢. “Do not be Deceived” (Gal. 6:7-8)-Note: When we are selfish, proud, unjust, sinful, and
trusting in our ability or worth to save us, we are “sowing to the flesh,” and destruction is

waiting.

d. Paul’s encounter with Jesus results in a “changed life:” “Lord, what do you want me to do?”
(Acts 9:6). His ministry assignment will be to take the gospel message to the Gentiles under
the direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

CONCLUSION:

“Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers...as they ministered
to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
I have called them. Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.”
(Acts 13:1-3).

NOTES:



