“THROUGH THE BIBLE”
Union Chapel M. B. Church
Dr. O. Wendell Davis, Pastor/Teacher/Servant Leader
April 16, 2025
1 Corinthians (PART 1-Letter to the Church at Corinth)
Selected Scriptures
“THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST”
“...For no word from God will ever fail.” (Angel Gabriel, Luke 1:37 NIV).

“..let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance...fools despise
wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:5, 7 NIV).

“...Take care of yourself, concentrate on your teaching, and stick with these things. IF you do, then you
will be effective in bringing salvation to yourself and all who hear you.” (1 Tim.4:16, VOICE TRANS).

“...The message of the cross...is the power of God...to save those who believe...” (1 Cor. 1:18-21).

INTRODUCTION

The 2012 Union Chapel 79" Church Anniversary celebrated with the theme, “The Church Unified
is the Church at its Best.” During the Anniversary Choir Concert, Pastor Davis extended the “invitation
to Christian discipleship” referring to the Gospel message as powerful, “the Gospel is powerful.” The
Church at Corinth (GREECE) in a pagan city notorious for immorality, was less than powerful and not at its
best! Most Bible scholars and commentators look at this Church as “messy.” The members were carnal
(fleshly), divided, spiritually immature, covetous with uncontrolled lust and cliques, filled with worldly
human wisdom and intellectual pride. The fact of the matter, they were not exalting Christ as their Lord in
their Christian living and behavior. The Church had so much deteriorated from acknowledging that their
true source of unity and wisdom, was only found in Christ. The new converts were not being taught “Godly
Love,” Christ is the head of the Church, and pure living in an impure world. The Corinthian Church’s
behavior is now infected with immorality, addicted to impure practices, lack of discipline, and morally
indecent. The city worshipped and exalted Aphrodite, “the goddess of love.” The Church was sinfully
influenced which led to false pride, selfishness, and misuse of the “spiritual gifts” (1 Cor. 4:18). Paul will
eventually teach the Church God'’s view of corruption: “Do not be Deceived” (1 Cor. 15:33). The “Truth-"
God’s Word is powerful!

OUTLINE (CHAPTER)

e The Problem of Division, Disorder and Morality: Arrogance in the Corinth Church (1-11)
e The Spiritual Gifts, Doctrines, and the Resurrection (12-16)

CHLOE’S DISTURBING REPORT OF DIVISIONS (1 Cor. 1-4)



1 CORINTHIANS (BRIEF SYNOPSIS)

Paul’s first arrival in Corinth- He met Aquila and Priscilla, started a Bible study in the synagogue, preached
the Gospel (“Jesus was the Messiah”) to Jews and Greeks. They protested and opposed Paul, so he left.
Paul founded the Church at Justus’ house (1 Cor. 3:6). Many people worshiped, believed the Gospel
message of Salvation, and were baptized. Paul, now well known, stayed in Corinth for 18 months teaching
the Word of God (Acts 18). This all occurred on Paul’s “Second Missionary Journey.”

The seaport city of Corinth flourished and was notorious for the evil and idolatries of the
heathens and their sexual immorality. “The religions of Greece and Rome had no concept
of a personal relationship with God.”

The 1 Corinthian Letter was written from Ephesus during Paul’s “Third Missionary
Journey. God instructed him to address division and immorality and to encourage them
to love each other”. The “IMMORALITY SCANDAL” was an outrage! (1 Cor. 5:1-12).

DIVISIONS (PERSONALITY CULTS):

The strife and scandal of a “divided Church” congregation created 4 rival groups (1 Cor.
1:10-17). These were different groups that developed after Paul left Corinth.

1. (the Christian label-claiming exclusive rights)- “I belong to Paul”

2. “l belong to Apollos”

3. “I belong to Peter”

4. “l belong to Christ”

NOTE: The Church was giving “God’s glory” to a man. They were only servants! Christ is
not divided, AND HE is not “MESSY”! (1 Cor. 1:13-17; 3:1-5).

PAUL’S SERIOUS APPEAL AND WARNING: (1 Cor. 4:14-18 NIV)

“I am writing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children. Even if you
had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus
I became your father through the GOSPEL. Therefore, | urge you to imitate me...Timothy
will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what | teach
everywhere in every church. Some of you have become arrogant (spiritual-pride) ...”

KEY CHAPTER: 1 CORINTHIANS 13 (“Godly Love” is an action)

KEY VERSE: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. (1 Corinthians 13:4-5).
LOVE IS “THE MOST EXCELLENT WAY,” AND IS ABSOLUTELY
NECESSARY!



