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“THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST”
“...For no word from God will ever fail.” (Angel Gabriel, Luke 1:37 NIV).

“] tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal
life...they have already passed from death into life.” (John 5:24 NLT).

“..teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always...”
(Matt. 28:20 NKJV).

“Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body
be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.” (1 Thess. 5:23 NLT).

INTRODUCTION

The Apostle Paul’s most famous and favorite expression, “in Christ,” describes the new relationship
of the “born-again” person (John 3:6-7) with his Savior and Lord-Jesus Christ. He uses the
expression a lot in his systematic teaching program at the Church in Corinth. The City had
developed a reputation of prostitution;, however, he stayed and taught the members there for at
least 18 months. At the time that “Chloe’s household” showed up to meet with Paul in Ephesus (1
Cor. 1:11), the Corinthian Church was on the verge of a “Church split.” God gave Paul the
assignment of writing two “Letters” to the Church, 1 and 2 Corinthians, which deal largely with
the subject of salvation. There were some members so “radical” in their character, behavior,

involved in power struggles, problems and divisions in authority, indecent and obscene immorality,
lawsuits, lack of unity and love, arrogant, misuse of the Spiritual gifts and relationships, abused
the Lord’s Supper, criticized Paul, and more! They lost perspective on the fact that the Church is
the “living and dynamic body of Christ.” We belong to Christ, not ourselves, and our own personal
interests. The Church members treated the grace of God as meaningless!

SPIRITUAL GUIDELINES

The Apostle addressed many different topics, and answered many questions using the “wisdom
of God” inspired by the Holy Spirit. THE BIG PROBLEM: Paul discerns that the Church suffers from
a bad spirit of disunity, conflict, pure arrogant self-interest, and they doubted the resurrection.




They insult him by questioning his authority to do anything about it. THE SPIRITUAL SOLUTION:
The Holy Spirit inspires him to teach/explain the “God-kind” of Love (Chapter 13), which some in

the Church have no knowledge of. In this way, Paul is calling the entire Church back to the Gospel

“message of Christ,” and seek unity in Him.

THE MAIN POINT: “Live in harmony with each other” (1 Corinthians 1:10). WORSHIP IN LOVE!

Chapter 12 Spiritual Gifts in Variety/Diversity are worthy of equal honor. Do not exalt
one gift over another. The same God (Source) works in all, and all gifts are from God.
Paul will remind the Church and make it very clear, if we don’t have “agape,” it doesn’t
matter what gift we have, “it all adds up to zero”! Earnestly desire agape because it is
“God-centered.”

Chapter 13  Agape-God'’s Love-A More Excellent Way. The Superiority of Love, the
Best of Gifts. It is the means by which love is shown to a person (it is personal). The
function is to uplift or build up. In order to know “spiritual love” we must know God
personally (1 John 3:1,2). Also, John 3:10,11.

HIGHLIGHT: “Agape-spontaneous, self-giving love-is defined by the nature and
action of God-the God who ‘did not spare his own Son’ (Rom. 8:32). Faith is something
we do, and hope is something we have; love belongs to the being of God.” (1 John 4:8,
16).

1 Corinthians/2 Corinthians. “All Things in Love,” William Baird, 1980.
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