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Revelation 12 

(Study Material: The Bible Exposition Commentary New Testament) 

 
Revelation 12, a chapter bursting with powerful symbolism, narrates an epic spiritual conflict 
between good and evil. Revelation 10—14 describes the events that will occur at the middle of 
the seven-year tribulation.  Revelation 12—13 introduces three key characters in the drama of the 
last half of the tribulation. 
 

I. The Woman, vv1-2 
II. The Dragon, vv3-4 

III. The Child, vv5-6 
IV. Conflict in heaven, vv7-12 
V. Conflict on the earth, vv13-17 

 
Rev 12 Takeaways:  
 

1. Recognize Spiritual Warfare:  the ongoing battle between the forces of God and the 
forces of evil 
a. Isa 14.12-15 & Eze 28.12-17 (foundational); 1 Peter 5.8-9 (discernment)  
b. Col 2.15 (Jesus dismantled evil forces by way of the cross & resurrection); Matt 16.18 

(spiritual forces of evil will not win against the church); Rom 7.21-25 (spirit vs flesh – 
spirit always wins!) 

2. Embrace the Role of Overcomers:  Jesus Christ triumphed over the challenges and 
adversities of life, temptation, persecution, death, sin, and the grave. 
a. Overcome is nikē (in Greek) pronounced nee'-kay; means victory (to conquer, 

overcome, prevail, get the victory) 
b. 1 John 5.4-5 (definition of an overcomer – genuinely believe in Jesus); Rev 2.7 

(faithfulness to God); Heb 11 (biblical hall of fame examples); Jam 1.12 (hang in there 
with strength from the Holy Spirit, with hope); Rom 6.14 (not under sin, but the Savior); 
Phil 4.13 (active faith – I can do…through Christ); 1 Sam 17.50-51 (David reminds us 
that overcomers are in covenant with Him) 

3. Stand Firm in Faith 
a. 1 Cor 16.13 (be alert); Eph 6.13-14 (fully dressed w/the whole armor of God);        Exo 

14.13 (Moses reminds us to stand firm in order to see the LORD’s deliverance); Jam 
1.2-4 (maturity comes through trials) 

b. John 14.26 (let the Helper Help); Heb 10.24-25 (I need you & you need me ~ we are a 
part of God’s family to love and encourage each other) 

4. Trust in God's Sovereignty 
a. Isa 46.9-10 (He rules over the universe); Prov 3.5-6 (trust God’s plan) 
b. Dan 2.21 (God rules over nations and leaders); Eph 1.11 (God rules over salvation); 

Rom 8.28 (God rules over adversity); Phil 4.6-7 (God rules over unexpected surprises); 
Jer 29.11 & Jam 4.7 (confidence & submission to His sovereignty is required) 


