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Second Corinthians is one of the most intensely personal of all Paul’s letters. It contains
more autobiographical material than any of his other writings. In this letter, Paul allows us
to see his very heart and the secret of his effectiveness in sharing the gospel.

Paul tells us he is “confident” because he sees God'’s greater purpose in everything (Rom
8:28). Paul can see past the earthly, temporal hardships to God’s greater purpose, he is
able to approach everything in life with a great degree of confidence.

And the same holds true for us: the more we know and understand the God we serve, the
more confidence we will have in this life.

[.  PAUL’S CONFIDENCE
a. Confidence In God’s Comfort, 1:3-9.
i. Paul knows that he serves a God of comfort, One who is the source of
encouragement and consolation in the face of tribulation.
ii. Hardship brings humility and reliance of God; it helps us to see
ourselves in proper perspective.
b. Confidence In God’s People, 2:3, 14-17.
I. Even though Paul has been greatly disappointed by their behavior in
the past, he remains confident because he sees the potential in people.
ii. Whenever we lose confidence in people, we lose heart in our ministry.
We must believe in people — and in a God who is ABLE to complete
the work that was begun (Phil 1:6).
c. Confidence In God’s Covenant, 3:5-18.
I. Paul has confidence that the new covenant is superior to the old
covenant.
ii. Some thought Paul was bold, but not because of his personality. He is
naturally bold because of his confidence in the hope that he preaches.
He is thoroughly convinced of the truth of the gospel — that it is the
fulfillment of the Old Testament.
d. Confidence In A Future Hope, 4:1, 7, 16-18; 5:1, 5-8.
I. What is the key to staying encouraged in the face of trials?
ii. Paul has confidence in the future promised by God, and it renews his
strength day by day.
lii. The Holy Spirit within us is a guarantee of a future hope as seen in the
perspective of eternity.




e. Confidence In the Work of Christ, 5:14-17, 20-21; 6:3-10; 7:4, 13, 16.
i. Christ has made it possible for us to be reconciled to God, to be
declared righteous in His sight, to be new creations.
ii. The effects of confidence Paul has in the work of Christ show that
gualities are essential for effective ministry and personal holiness.
iii. The Corinthians have repented, showing God’s transformative power.

We need to see God’s eternal purposes in everything; to have confidence in God’s
comfort, in God’s people, in the supremacy of the new covenant, in the future hope of the
Resurrection and redemption of our bodies, and in the necessity of the work of Christ.

In 2 Corinthians Part Il, we’'ll look at Paul’s Concern and Paul’s Commendation.

Notes:



