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Paul’s confidence in the Chapters 1-7 was to encourage the Corinthian fellowship to see 
God’s eternal purposes in everything:  comfort, people, the supremacy of the new 
covenant, the future hope of the Resurrection, the redemption of our bodies, and in the 
work of Christ.    
 
In Chapters 8-13, Paul’s concern for people was paramount which caused him to be bold 
in proclaiming the gospel.  His love for them and his concern about their spiritual welfare 
are his commendation, his confirmation of authority as God’s messenger.  
 

I. PAUL’S CONCERN 
a. Paul has a tremendous concern for the welfare of poverty-stricken Christians 

and has set out to take a collection to Jerusalem and among the Gentile 

churches.  Paul uses the generosity of the Macedonian church as an example 

for the Corinthians to follow, 8:1-5; Rom 15:26-28; 1 Cor 16:1-4. 

b. Giving is always an indication of our love and concern.  The French poet Hugo 

said, “you can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.”  8:7-8, 

12. 

c. Paul’s concern is for the Corinthian church, 8:16, that their faith to be proved 

genuine by their actions. 

d. Paul is concerned about the prosperity and witness of the Corinthian church. 

He wants the Corinthian Christians to learn to be generous, 9:6-11. 

II. PAUL’S COMMENDATION  

a. Paul reveals that he has been criticized for his change of plans, being 

unreliable, lacking authority, and his speaking skills.  The false apostles in the 

Corinthian church were judging Paul’s effectiveness by human standards, 

10:12-18. 

b. Paul’s message is not self-serving, but edifying the church, 11:13-15. 

c. False teachers boast about themselves, belittling Paul in the process.  Paul 

uses their tactics and shows how much more he has to boast about than any 

of them, 11:22-29.   

d. Paul is looking for commendation from God, not from men.  Paul’s 

weaknesses are opportunities for the power of God to be made evident, 12:7-

10.   

e. What a lesson for us!  Human weakness provides the ideal opportunity for the 

display of divine power.  Our inadequacies are not hindrances to our 

effectiveness; they are vehicles for the grace and power of God to be made 

manifest.  We must look for commendation from God, not men. 
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f. Paul does everything he can to encourage the fellowship to examine 

themselves, 13:5, 7, 11. 

 

Paul wrote this letter because his heart overflowed with joy at the repentance of the 

Corinthians.  Paul’s life shines through and his example is evident to show us that God 

wants each of us to be a “Paul” and a “Paula” to allow God to use us to minister effectively 

and persistently for Him (2 Cor 4:17; 5:7; 13:14). 

 

 

Notes: 

 


