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THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS (PART 1)
“THE GOSPEL OF GRACE-JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH”
Selected Scriptures

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV).

“...For no word from God will ever fail...”. (Luke 1:37 NIV).
“...The message of the cross...is the power of God...to save those who believe...” (1 Cor. 1:18-21).

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you...” (John 13:34).

INTRODUCTION

In Acts chapter 9 we find the Lord instructing Ananias, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My
name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For | will show him...be filled with the Holy
Spirit...Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.” (Acts 9:15; 17;
20). Then the Lord gives Paul a traveling preaching commission to establish churches, and preach the
Gospel of Grace. He had gone to the region of Galatia during his second missionary journey (Acts 16). Soon
disappointing news reaches him. The “Judaizers” started tampering with God’s truth, invaded the.
churches of Galatia, and the people were being deceived with false teaching- “a different gospel” (Gal. 1:6-
9). This was a big problem! The Congregations that accepted this teaching were quickly giving up the
Gospel of Grace, and their loyalty to Christ for “another gospel:” Gentiles could not be Christians without
keeping the Law of Moses. The results: an epidemic outbreak of circumcisions among the Galatians! When
Paul received this news, amazed and heart-broken that the Christians were doing this, wrote this Letter
explaining that his preaching, the Gospel of God’s grace came by the divine “revelation of Jesus Christ.”
(Gal. 1:11-12). It was for both Jew and Gentile.

OUTLINE
L. PAUL DEFENDS GRACE AND HIS APOSTLESHIP (Chapter 1-2)
1. PAUL DEFENDS AND EXPLAIN THE GOSPEL (Chapter 3-4)

1. PAUL EXPLAINS HOW TO PRACTICE THE GOSPEL (Chapter5-6)



BRIEF DEFINITIONS

o Gospel Message of Grace (Justification by Faith)- We are saved by Christ alone and faith in Him
(“His finished work”) for salvation. This is being declared righteous in God’s eyes only through faith
in Jesus Christ as Savior. Note: Grace means “l depend on God and the power of the Holy Spirit to
meet my needs. Lord, you take over. | depend on your will, by all on your terms.” We obey God
because we are saved, and we believe God’s Word about the death and resurrection of His Son
Jesus. (Gal. 3).

e Judaizers-Jewish false teachers- Their purpose was to create confusion. They taught that
conversion to Christ (SAVED BY FAITH) led by the Holy Spirit, also required a commitment to the
Jewish System of Circumcision (KEEPING THE LAW OF MOQOSES). This is called legalism, the mixing
of Law and Grace. The Gentile Christians also had to be required to observe the Jewish dietary
(food rules) laws. Note: The Law of Moses was never “intended to be a means of salvation.”
However, the implication is there that the world needs a Savior. The purpose of the Law’s structure
was to “keep sin in check.” (Gal. 3:19, 24).

e Law of Moses-The Law is contained in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy (includes the
10 Commandments). No one could perfectly keep the Law. The Lord’s grace message highlighted
the core principles of love: love God and to love one’s neighbor. He showed how love was
perfected in Him. (Matt.22:34-37; Mark 12:28-34).

e “Another Gospel”- The Works of the Law- To mix the Law with the Grace of God. (Gal.
1:6-9; 3:5-9). For some context regarding “Circumcision” see Paul’s rule: 1 Cor. 7:17-20. It appears
in Galatians (because of Christ) the important issues: Justification by faith in Christ, the Gospel of
Grace, redemption, eternal salvation, pardon of sin, and peace. All of these were given by God
from His heart, the principle of love.

e Redemption/Reconciliation-Christ allowed the “curse of the law” “to fall on Himself” as man’s
Substitute (death on the cross), for our salvation. He purchased our freedom by sacrificing His life,
and opens up the path (John 14:6) to the forgiveness of our sins, freedom from experiencing the
judgment of God, and, coming back into God’s family. (Gal. 3:13-14). The “curse of the law” was
a penalty. God’s judgment against sin was death if His law was not kept perfectly. (Deu. 27:26).

CONCLUSION: “Justification originates in the grace of God. It is received by faith alone...”

(Galatians 2:16)



