“THROUGH THE BIBLE”
Union Chapel M.B. Church
Dr. O. Wendell Davis, Pastor/Teacher/Servant Leader
June 25, 2025
PHILIPPIANS
JESUS’ OVERSHADOWING PRESENCE
Selected Scriptures

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV)

“For to me, to live is Christ...” (Phil. 1:21 NKJV)
“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient...”
(Phil. 2:8 NKJV)
“l can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13 NKJV)
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Ps. 119:105 NKJV)
INTRODUCTION

A. PHILIPPIANS (The “First Church”) PRISON LETTER A.D. 61,62
This church is the_first known congregation-before any known denominations-in all of
EUROPE.
All because Paul, led by the Holy in a night vision (dream), listened to “a man of Macedonia”
(northern Greece) pleading with him saying “Come over here and help us.” (Acts 16:9). This

happened on Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. He is an older, aging man now, but took
young Timothy, Luke and Silas with him. Paul would establish the church at Philippi and
become the first Pastor. A certain woman, Lydia, a member of the “riverside prayer group”
(Acts 16:13), would listen to Paul’s teaching on the “Kingdom of God”, and the gospel
message of Jesus Christ crucified. She (1% convert to Christianity) and her entire family were
baptized at Philippi. Paul called this church his “children in the faith,” and they would
eventually prove to be a model church based on his teachings. Lydia would set up the 1°
“Extended Stay-Phillippi” at her house (free) for Paul, Timothy, Luke, and Silas! (Acts 16:15).
Paul wrote this letter while in prison (debatable-Rome or Caesarea). Traditionally, the
scholars advocate Rome.
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Joy/Rejoice. Paul’s greeting to the Philippian Christians consisted of thanksgiving and
the attitude of joy. “JOY” is mentioned 19 times in the 4 chapters. Christians have a
reason to rejoice-that reason is our Lord Jesus Christ. If He is allowed to be the “center”
of our life (Phil. 1:21), He helps us to gain the victory regardless of problems and
difficulties. Paul also emphasizes the mind. Our natural instinct is to worry. Note: Worry
is a spiritual enemy, and can become a “stronghold.” The Christlike (Christ-centered) mind
brings Christian joy (Phil.4:4-7). Paul knew the “Father is the giver” of these gifts (grace
and peace) through His Son Jesus.

Meditation and Concentration. “Selfishness always breeds unhappiness and misery.”
Paul was very single/humble-minded, thinking not about himself, but about the “saints”
and their fellowship in Christ and the gospel. It was his joy to deeply love, pray, and
always remember their generous heart toward him. He rejoiced over their salvation and
spiritual growth. (Phil. 4:10, 14-16, 19).

Revelation. Our Christian life lived in fellowship with Christ is the unity that triumphs
over all adversity. (Phil. 3:9-11).

Concern for the Believers, Paul’s Imprisonment, Difficulties (1:1-30)

Christ and His Example-Humility/Sacrifice, Examples of Selfless Caring/Concern (2:1-30)
Warning Against False Teachers, How to have Joy Without Things, Imitate Me (3:1-21)
Appeal for Harmony, Maturity, Follow Instructions, Rejoice in the Lord (4:1-23)

CONCLUSION

“FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST...” (PHIL. 1:21). “LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU WHICH WAS ALSO IN
CHRIST JESUS...” (PHIL. 2:5). “I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS ME.”
(PHIL. 4:13).

NOTES:



