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Revelation 20 

(Study Material: Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible by H.L. Wilmington) 

 
Revelation 20 shows what happens after the defeat of the beast and the false prophet 
(Armageddon).  It bridges the era of Christ’s physical reign on earth and the everlasting state 
described in chapters 21–22. 
 

I. The Great Chain, vv 1-3 
II. The Great Reign, vv 4-6 

III. The Great Revolt, vv 7-10 
IV. The Great White Throne, vv 11-15 

a. Books 
i. Conscience, Rom 2.15 
ii. Idle Words, Mat 12.36-37 
iii. Secret Words, Eccl 12.14; Rom 2.16 
iv. Public Works, 2 Cor 11.15 

b. Book of Life 
i. Ex 32.32-33; Ps 69.28; Dan 12.1; Phil 4.13; Rev 3.5; 13.8; 17.8; 20.12, 15; 

21.27; 22.19 
 
Rev 20 Application Affirmations:  
 

• Assurance of salvation 
o Confidence: a believer possesses regarding their eternal security and relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ; Conviction:  knowing he/she is saved and will 
spend eternity with God, based on the promises found in Scriptures 

o John 3.16 (Christ alone = eternal life with Christ); Col 3.4 (Christ is our life);        
Eph 1.7 (In Him we have redemption, forgiveness, His grace)   
 

• Live transparently before Him 
o God keeps records; every act matters  
o Col 3.1-2 (strive for things above…set your mind on things above);                        

2 Cor 4.18 (fix our eyes on what is eternal – spiritual realities) 
 

• Final judgment is certain 
o Share the good news so names may be written in the Book of Life  
o Isa 13.11 (God will punish the world for its evil & the wicked for their wickedness); 

Gen 25.18 (God judges righteously) 
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Notes: 

1. “millennium” comes from two Latin words, mille “thousand” and annum “year”—the 1,000-year 
kingdom of Christ on earth 

2. Premillennialism means Christ will return BEFORE to the millennium and will personally rule  
3. Amillennialism means “no millennium”—that is, no literal kingdom 
4. Postmillennialism means Christ will return AFTER the preaching of the gospel to the world and 

assumes command and reign over man’s peaceful planet (position was popularized by Unitarian 
minister Daniel Whitby (1638-1726)) 


