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(Resources: Through the Bible: A Complete Old & New Testament Bible Study)

Acts 17 provides the historical background for 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Many of the
churches founded on Paul’s missionary journeys were located in urban commercial
centers, which was facilitate the spread of Christianity throughout the world.

Thessalonica was no exception. With a population of about two hundred thousand, it was
the capitol and largest city in the province of Macedonia. It was an important
communication and trade center and was located on the Via Egnatia, part of the great
Roman road system used extensively by Paul and his companions on their missionary
journeys.

One thread that runs throughout the letter is encouragement for both Paul and the
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Thessalonians. Forms of encouragement are “appeal,” “urge,” “instructed” and
“encourage.” 15! Thessalonians is a book of encouragement (comfort, correction, and
challenge) for 15t century Christians undergoing suffering, and also for us today!

I. THE MODEL OF ENCOURAGEMENT
a. Thessalonica modeled their teachers, 1:6-7.

b. Thessalonica is a model for all churches of true conversion, 1:8-10.

. THE MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT
a. Based on the word of God, 2:3-4, 13.

Prompted by love for people, 2:7-9, 11-12.
Reinforced by purity of lifestyle, 2:10.

Rewarded by evidence of faith and growth, 2:19-20.
Reported by others, 3:6-7.
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lll. THE MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT
a. Sanctification, 4:3-8.

b. Second coming, 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:17; 5:23.

Notes:



