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1 TIMOTHY 

“THE LEADER-LIVING THE GOSPEL” 

Selected Scriptures 

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV). 

“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Holy Spirit…He would regularly go into their 

synagogues and teach” (Luke 4:14-15 The Voice Trans.)   

“So, He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.  And as His custom was, He went into the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read…He found the place where it was written: “The 

Spirit of the LORD is upon Me…” (Luke 4:16-21 NKJV). 

“Then he came to Derbe and Lystra.  And behold a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son 

of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek.  He was well spoken of by the 

brethren...  Paul wanted to have him go on with him…” (Acts 16:1-3 NKJV). 

 

INTRODUCTION 

PAUL’S LAST YEARS AND LAST WORDS  

The last group of Paul’s letter collection (1 and 2 Timothy and Titus) has been named the “Pastoral 

Epistles.” They are dated most likely, around the very end of Paul’s life.  It appears he wrote them from 

prison in Rome (AD 63-65).  Deeply concerned for Timothy and Titus, who were chosen to be the next 

generation of Church leaders, Paul allowed the Holy Spirit to guide him to make an intimate and 

personal investment in Timothy’s life. He would even incorporate the example of the Lord’s own study 

life in Timothy’s life-reading and interpreting the Scriptures (Luke 4:16-21).  Paul would make sure 

Timothy would be “well-read,” having a very strong foundation in the Old Testament, and a firm grip 

on the gospel message- “Christ Crucified.”  Their spiritual relationship-Mentor-Mentee.  Timothy would 

become Paul’s most trusted, “a true son (my dearly beloved son) to me because you believe…” (1 Tim. 

1:2).  Paul will give Timothy practical wisdom on how to address “issues,” and lead the Church in 

Ephesus. “Now, it is Timothy’s “turn” to train the next generation.” 
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PURPOSE 

The Letter has a double purpose.  Timothy has certain responsibilities.  The emphasis is on Timothy as 

a minister of the Lord, and his official responsibility to properly administer the Lord’s instructions.  The 

Letter emphasizes (1) Sound (spiritual health) teaching, (2) faithful leadership, (3) godly living.  

OUTLINE (CHAPTERS) 

I. ADVICE TO A YOUNG MINISTER IN CHARGE (1)  

A. Greetings and Trouble in Ephesus (1:1-3) 

B. Warnings about and against false teachers/teaching (1:4-11) 

C. Paul: An Example of a Saved Sinner Thankful for God’s Grace (1:12-17) 

D. Timothy’s goal: Minister of the faith: “fight the good fight,” do what you know is right 

(1:18-20) 

II. RULES FOR MEN, WOMEN, AND CHURCH LEADERSHIP (2:1-15) 

A. Encouragement/Advice: In The Church, Live According to God’s Will: Prayer, Worship, 

Bringing Salvation to Others, Know the Truth (God’s Word)  

III. REQUIREMENTS/QUALIFICATIONS FOR CHURCH OFFICERS/LEADERSHIP (3) 

IV. THE DANGERS OF DISTRACTIONS BY FALSE TEACHERS/TEACHING (4) 

A. Conspiracy Theories (Require Agreement), False Lifestyles, Hypocrisy  

B. Spiritually Train and Nourish Yourself on good Christian Instructions 

V. DISCIPLINE AND RULES FOR LIVING WITH OTHERS: CHURCH ADMINISTRATION (5-6) 

A. Practicing Respect For Others In The “Family of God” (Church) 

B. Care For “True” Widows 

C. The Elders Who Lead/Perform the Duties of Their Office 

D. The Laborers 

E. The False Teachers 

F. The Love of Money 

   CONCLUSION (6) 

   THE CHARGE (COMMANDMENT) TO TIMOTHY BY PAUL IN GOD’s PRESENCE: “GUARD AND KEEP THE  

   DEPOSIT ENTRUSTED TO YOU. FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH…KEEP FAITH IN CHRIST CENTRAL.” 

NOTES:     


