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2 TIMOTHY 

(Resources:  The TE Bible Commentary and Chuck Swindoll Study Notes on 2nd Timothy) 

 
Second Timothy is the apostle Paul’s final letter, written to his beloved son in the faith.  
Paul gives clear indications in the book that he knows his departure is soon at hand, and 
therefore he wanted to encourage Timothy in his ministry.  The aging apostle knew that 
Timothy was struggling:  he was young, possibly an introvert, and he had been having 
health problems, and it was easy for some people to write him off.  This highly personal 
letter was meant to encourage him to step up to the plate, to take his ministry seriously, 
and to see it as a long-term commitment. 
 
Paul wanted Timothy to pass this message along to those coming behind him in ministry.  
And the apostle gave Timothy – and all of us – the best reason of all for being faithful:  to 
receive the crown of righteousness from the Lord himself, which is available to all believers 
who faithfully serve the King and His kingdom! 
  

I. Persuaded by God’s Power, 1:1-18 

a. The family unit is God’s first and foundational institution for the transfer of 

faith, v5; parents/grandparents must pass on their faith – see Judg 2:10. 

b. God’s Holy Spirit provide power, love, and sound judgment – the necessary 

spiritual resources for fulfilling ministry and employing spiritual gifts, v7. 

II. Persevering in Ministry, 2:1-26 

a. Be strong (empowered by the Spirit of God): 

i. As a son, v1. 

ii. As a soldier, v3.  

iii. As an athlete, v5. 

iv. As a farmer, v6. 

v. As a workman, v15. 

vi. As a vessel, v21.   

vii. As a servant, v24.  

b. Isa 40:7-8; Isa 55:8-11. 

III. Prepared for Perilous Times, 3:1-17 

i. Avoid these people, vv 1-5.  True godliness moves people from sin to 

righteousness. 

ii. Remember, we are not above the Master, vv12-13; see John 15:20. 

iii. Read the Bible, vv 16-17. 
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IV. Preaching the Word, 4:1-22 

i. What is the authority for families, churches, governments, v 2; Heb 

4:12. 

ii. In ministry, follow in the footsteps of Jesus – forgive, vv 16-17; Lu 23:34; 

Acts 7:59-60. 

 

 

Notes: 

 


