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DR. MARGARET JANET McKENZIE KELLY
(“]an”)

“For me, to live is Christ, and to die gain.”
~ Philippians 1:21 ~

Jan, as affectionately called by her family, was the first of six children born to Woodrow and Birdie Louise McKenzie
in Sylacauga (Walco Community), Alabama. Four days after Jan's 11th birthday, she and her siblings’ lives were
shattered when their 30-year-old mother died from double pneumonia. Devastated and frightened, Jan feared that
she and her four siblings would not have a place to live now that they were parentless.

Neither set of their low-income grandparents, with less than a fourth-grade education, could financially and
physically take in five parentless children. Hence, their paternal grandparents, Mr. Lucious and Mrs. Beatrice Parks,
lovingly agreed to raise the two brothers, ages 7 and 5. Their maternal grandparents, Matthew and Birdie Lee Threatt,
gladly opened their home to Jan and her two younger sisters, ages 11, 9, 2.

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
all else will be added unto you.” ~Matthew 6:33~

Serving the Lord was a priority in the Threatt family. Jan accepted the Lord and was baptized in her family’s home
church, St. John Missionary Baptist, when she was seven-years old. Her mother was the musician for the children
and youth choirs and taught Jan and her sister Mary their first solos and duets. Jan and her sisters were in church
every time the doors were open and were active in the youth choir, youth usher board, and the Baptist Training
Union (BTU). Their grandparents invited their various pastors and families to their home for dinner almost every
Sunday after church, and Jan graciously worked alongside her grandmother in preparing delicious meals.

During her life’s journey, Jan was an active member of five additional churches: St. Peter United Mettrodist-Madison,
Alabama; Church Street Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America, Huntsville, Alabama; Bank Street MBC,
Virginia Beach, Virginia; Second Baptist MBC, Jefferson City, Missouri; Ames Baptist Church, Ames, lowa and
Union Chapel MB, Huntsville, Alabama, respectively.

As a faithful servant of God, she used her skills and talents to serve as a Choir Member and Soloist, Chair of the
Pastor’s Parish Relationship (PPR) Committee, Chair of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Secretary of the Trustee
Board, Assistant Bible School Teacher, Team Sunday School Teacher, Chair of Women’s Day, Black History, Breast
Cancer and Women's Month Committees. She was one of the organizers of Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church’s
Christian Academy.

“An intelligent heart acquires knowledge,
the wise seeks knowledge.” ~Proverbs 18:16~

Jan and her sisters excelled in school while winning contests in 4-H, spelling B’s, Science Fairs, Oratorical and talent
events. Although he could not read, their grandfather valued education. He repeatedly instructed her and her two
sisters “to get their head in a book.”

Jan attended Mignon Elementary and Junior High School in the Walco Community, where her grandfather, with
only a second-grade education, served as the President of the PTA for many years. She graduated third in her class of
1968 at Phyllis Wheatley High School in Childersburg, Alabama. She was unable to attend the city school which was
much closer to her home, because she did not have transportation. Hence, she walked a quarter mile to and from the
bus stop to attend the county school in Childersburg.




In September 1968, Jan made her family proud when she became a first-generation college student at Alabama
Agricultural and Mechanical (A&M) College, now Alabama A&M University. Unfortunately, during the summer
after completing her first year of college, Jan was diagnosed with a grave muscular disease, Myasthenia Gravis. Her
physician at the University Hospital in Birmingham sadly informed her that the disease was debilitating and that she
would become weaker as time passed. Then, he articulated the breath-taking and disappointing prognosis: ”You will
not be strong enough to go back to college nor work, EVER”

As she rode home in the back seat of the neighbor’s car who drove her and her grandmother to see the doctor at
UAB, Jan began to pray. She said, “I don’t believe God blessed me to enroll in college and not let me finish.” As she
meditated, one of her favorite scriptures that she learned in Sunday School came to her mind: “I can do all things
through Christ Who strengthens me.” ~Philippians 4:13~

When time came for college to begin after Labor Day, Jan stepped out on faith to pack her luggage with her Bible, and
boarded Continental Trailways back to Normal’s Hill. Attending college with her disease posed numerous struggles.
She had to wear a patch over her eyes interchangeably and experienced several bouts of weakness which made
attending classes a real challenge. To God be the glory! She earned her B.S. Degree in 1973, with honors.

Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. ~Psalm 127:3-5~

On October 26, 1971, Jan and her former husband James Kelly (Carolyn), became a family of three when their
adorable son - Jametrus LeMon Kelly - was born.

James and Jan’s hearts were filled with immeasurable joy as they welcomed four cherished grandchildren through
their son, Jametrus: Jalen LeMon, whose mother was the late Annie Ruth Jackson, J.D. (Dutchess) and JaVonn
Maximillion, Juliyan James, and Heaven Mary Margaret, whose mother is Crystal, Jametrus’s beloved wife.

“Whatever you do, work at it with your whole heart,
as though you are working for the Lord and not for people ..” ~Colossians 3:23~

Jan's first professional job was offered by the late Dr. James I. Dawson, Director of the Cooperative Extension
Service. She was an Extension Home Agent responsible for developing and implementing programs in Lawrence
and Limestone Counties. Inspired by the individuals and families with whom she worked on her first professional
job, Jan earned her M.S. degree with a 4.00 GPA in 1978 from Alabama A&M University.

Jan was very ambitious in spite of her chronic disease. Undaunted by advice from physicians and close family
members and friends to take it easy and not take on any undue stress, Jan accepted a research graduate fellowship
at lowa State University, where she earned her Ph.D. with high honors in 1981. She also completed post-doctoral
courses at the University of Minnesota-Duluth campus and Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia.

When Jan completed requirements for her Ph.D., she had already accepted a job at Lincoln University, where she was
employed as a Family Economics State Specialist. Due to health complications, she had to resign from her job, return
her car to the dealership and sell her house. She and her 12-year-old son, Jametrus, were homeless, with no income
for almost a year. They lived with different family friends for two-three months at a time.




“Pray without ceasing” ~Thessalonians 5:17~

“What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them” ~Mark 11:24~

While back in Huntsville gaining her strength, Jan prayed hard daily. In July 1984, Jan received a call from Dr. Lillian
Wright, Department Chair of Family and Consumer Services at Norfolk State University, and she was offered the
position of Director of the Adolescent and Pregnancy Prevention (NAPPS) Federal project and Assistant/Associate
Professor.

In August 1990, Jan was honored when she returned to her alma Mater, Alabama A&M Umvermty and assumed the
position of Associate Professor and Director of the Family Center.

In 1997, Dr. John Vickers, Jr., was instrumental in Jan becoming the Director of Title Ill Strengthening Grants
Program. She garnered grant funds of over $42 million during her 9 % year tenure.

In 2007, Jan became the Assistant to the Provost at Alabama A&M University and finally returned to the Department
of Family and Consumer Sciences as an Associate Professor. Due to the gradual decline in her health, Jan retired on
disability in October 2009.

“Give and it will be given unto you” ~Luke 6:38~

Jan had a deep passion for reaching out to help others become the best they could be. Since 196% when she was
earning her degrees, and entering the work force, her long- time mentor, friend and role model, Dr. Carl H. Marbury
(7th President of AAMU) was instrumental in supporting her up until her retirement. He always advised Jan to “pass
it on” and to be a blessing to someone else just as he had been to her.

It gave Jan great joy to use her expertise and talents to reach out into the community to serve on family and youth-
serving boards, conduct workshops, be a keynote speaker, organize and train community leaders, and train her
students to sponsor needed programs like IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program (VITA) for many years.

One of the main avenues Jan used to reach individuals and families from all walks of life was to join her beloved
sorority - Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. - in 1970, guided by a three-fold focus on Sisterhood, Scholarship and
Service. During her 50-plus years of membership, she served as Chapter President, Coordinator of the 42 Southern
Regional Conference, Chaplain, Chair of 50th Anniversary Gala, Chair of Ebony Fashion Fair, Founders Day speaker
for collegiate and alumnae chapters, workshop leader and member/soloist in the Delta Choir.




“The wise and the righteous
will receive honor.” ~Proverbs 3:25~

Jan was always humbled when she was recognized for her dedicated contributions to society. She always gave
God the glory for her ability to advance an individual or program. Noteworthy among the honors she received
were: Outstanding Teacher of the Year at AAMU and Norfork State University, Outstanding Educator - Women
of Distinction, North Alabama Girl Scouts of America, 20 Distinguished Young Men - Huntsville, Alabama and
The Rotary Club of Norfolk, Virginia, Governor’s Award for Volunteering Excellence - The State of Virginia and
Outstanding Young Woman of America.

Family was paramount to Jan. During her life’s journey, she made unforgettable and cherished memories that are
embedded deeply in the hearts and minds of her loved ones:

Her one and only priceless son, Jametrus LeMon Kelly (Crystal), four gifts of unending joy, grandchildren, Jalen
LeMon, JaVonn Maximillion, Juliyan James and Heaven Mary Margaret Kelly. Two matchless loving sisters, Mary
Charles McKenzie Cotton (Widow), Dr. Vernessa Ann McKenzie Edwards (Eric), two loving and protective brothers,
Woodrow McKenzie (Janice) and James Williams (Mable). Her younger brothers preceded her in death - Seargent
David Ear] McKenzie and Baby Mark McKenzie.

Treasured nurturing aunts: Mrs. Ruby Threatt of Sylacauga, Alabama, Mrs. Jessie Pearl Kidd (Timmie Lee) of
Sylacauga, Alabama, Ms. Lois Green of New York City, Mrs. Edna Threatt Hawkins of Los Angeles, California, and
favorite uncle, Eddie Frank Parks (Eleanor) of Iowa City, lowa.

Cherished nephews - Shelton Sharpe of Jamaica, Davian Edwards (Sarah) of Nashville, Tennessee, Eric Courtney and
Bransen Jacoby Edwards of Huntsville, Alabama, Authur McKenzie of Sylacauga, Alabama, Carlos McKenzie (Tina)
of Huston, Texas. Supportive nieces-Shunmika Williams of Sylacauga, Alesia Williams of Los Angeles, California,
Laquitta McKenzie of Birmingham, Alabama, Christian McKenzie of Jacksonville, Florida, Christina McKenzie-
Mensah (George) of Accra, Ghana, and Maranda McKenzie of Sylacauga, Alabama. Precious great nephews - Eric
Edwards III, and Keston Edwards of Huntsville and Kylan Hobson of Huntsville, Alabama, Lovely great nieces-
Sarai, Olivia and Delaney Edwards of Nashville, Tennessee, Noraah Graves of Jacksonville, Florida, Kionna and
Marcayla of Houston, Texas. A special cousin, Tiara Threatt Robinson and a host of beloved cousins and friends.

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us.” ~Romans 8:18~

“We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord.” ~2 Corinthians 5:8~

“Please do not mourn because I am no longer with you,
but rather REJOICE and give God the glory for blessing me
to spend precious time with you during my

75 year-long lifes journey.”

~Margaret Janet McKenzie Kelly~




Order of Service

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”
- Psalm 23:6
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Harperspring Baptist Church
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GOD BLESS YOU!
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