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PHILEMON

“KNOWING AND DOING THE WILL OF GOD-IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS”

Selected Scriptures

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV).

“And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
all things He may have the preeminence.” (Col. 1:18 NKJV).

“l am sending him-who is my very heart-back to you...no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a
dear brother...welcome him...” (Phil. 1:12, 16, 17 NIV-THOMPSON).

INTRODUCTION

Philemon is considered to be one of Paul’s “prison epistles,” that was written from Rome. What was
to be a private, intimate, brief and personal letter to Paul’s friend, Philemon (“fih. lee. muhn”), turns
out to be for publicreading to the entire Church that meets in his house (1:2). In wisdom, Paul
extends “grace and peace from God...” to Philemon (1:3). The story behind this letter which is
more like a “POSTCARD,” concerns Philemon’s runaway slave Onesimus (“oh Ness ih muss”).
Onesimus had previously met Paul in Rome (while in “house arrest”), accepted/gave his life to
Christ, and became a Christian believer. He is now a “new convert” to Christianity. At the
moment, Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus have big problems-the Roman Empire Law regarding
slaves, relationships in the “Kingdom of God,” and a confrontation with Master Philemon!
However, Paul will trust Philemon to obey the Lord’s Word! He is a man with a very good
reputation (1:4-7), and will live up to his name.

THEME: GOD’S GRACE AND FORGIVENESS
Author: Apostle Paul, A.D. 60. Rome. Prisoner. Led Philemon to Christ. Ambassador of Christ.

Principle Recipient: Philemon (“affectionate”), church leader/member of the Colossae Church,
Paul’s beloved friend, and a slave owner. It is also addressed to a family and a church who
believed they were “members” of God’s family.

Onesimus (“useful”): Philemon’s runaway slave, considered to have wronged Philemon in the
process. Paul, not wanting to conceal a “runaway slave,” sends him back to Philemon asking
him to have merciful compassion. Onesimus was converted under Paul’s ministry.




Onesimus’ Crimes: Breaking Roman Slavery Laws, flees from Colossae to Rome to “hide out,”
illegally defrauded his master.

NOTE: In the Old Testament, on the Day of Atonement, the sins of the people are transferred in
the “scapegoat ritual” (Lev. 16). In the New Testament, all of our sin debt is imputed
(accredited) to Christ. The famous reformer, Martin Luther calls this the “glorious exchange!”
It is our sin for Christ’s righteousness. The Christian obtains salvation, redemption, forgiveness,
eternal fellowship, and reconciliation with God. (Il Corth. 5:21 KJV).

Paul’s lllustration: Because love demands restoration, Paul wanted compassion, acceptance,
grace, and restored fellowship (reconciliation) for Philemon and Onesimus. In Paul’s appeal to
Philemon, for Onesimus’release, he promised to take total responsibility and repayment of any
debt that Onesimus owed to him. NOTE: Paul chooses to appeal (intercede) based on Christian
love, rather than to order Philemon to do a “good deed.”

HISTORICAL INSIGHTS

Onesimus is guilty of a very great offense. Slavery was an institution of forced labor, deeply
embedded in Roman daily life. The Roman Slavery Laws were brutal, and full of inequalities.
The slave masters could punish with unlimited power, even for the smallest violations,
condemning the slave to death. There is nowhere in the N.T. a theological justification or
support for slavery. However, Philemon had not granted Onesimus his freedom.

OUTLINE

l. Intro and Greeting (1-3)

. The Character and Gratitude of One Who Forgives (4-7)
. The Actions (Intercession) of One Who Forgives (8-18)
Iv. The Motives of One Who Forgives (19-21

V. Paul’s Personal Request (22)

vI. Greetings and The Benediction (23-25)

KEY VERSE: Phil. 17-19 (NKJV/Voice Trans).

“If then you count me a partner (in this mission), receive him as you would me...open your heart
to him as you would welcome me ...”

NOTES:

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” (Il Corth. 5:21 KJV).



