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HEBREWS 11 

(Resource:  The Bible Exposition Commentary New Testament Volume II Ephesians - Revelation) 

 
Hebrews 1-6 shows that Christ is a superior Person.  Hebrews 7-10 shows that Christ exercises 
a superior Priesthood.  Up to this point, Hebrews encourages us to put our trust in Christ and not 
go back to any ‘-isms’ or any person, place, or thing.  In Hebrews 11, we look at a superior 
Principle – Faith!  All Christians are called to live by faith.  There are two important topics relating 
to faith. 
 

A. The Description of Faith, Hebrews 11:1-3 

1. Faith is only as good as its object, and the object of our faith is God.  True Bible faith 

is obedience to God’s word.  Faith is not a ‘feeling’ we manufacture. 

2. The best way to grow in faith is to walk with the faithful.  In this chapter, the same 

elements of faith will be found:  (1) God spoke to them through His Word; (2) their 

inner selves were stirred in different ways; (3) they obeyed God; (4) He bore witness 

about them. 

 

B. The Demonstration of Faith, Hebrews 11:4-40 

1. Abel – Faith Worshipping, v4 

i. God had revealed to Adam and his descendants the true way of worship, and 

Abel obeyed God by faith. 

ii. Cain was not a child of God (1 John 3:12) because he did not have a faith. 

2. Enoch – Faith Walking, vv 5-6 

i. Enoch walked with God in a wicked world, before the flood cam; he was able 

to keep his life pure. 

ii. Abel died a violent death, but Enoch never died.  God has different plan for 

each one who trust Him. 

3. Noah – Faith Working, v7 

i. Since nobody at that time had ever seen a flood, Noah’s actions must have 

generated a great deal of interest and probably ridicule as well. 

ii. Jesus uses this experience to warn people to be ready for His return, Matt 

24:36-42. 

4. The Patriarchs – Faith Waiting, vv 8-22 

i. Waiting is one of the most difficult disciplines of life.  True faith is able to wait 

for the fulfillment of God’s purposes in God’s time.   

ii. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph are four generations of faith.  These men 

were not perfect; they sometimes failed but were devoted to God and trusted 

His word. 
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5. Moses – Faith Warring, vv 23-29 

i. If we had been writing this chapter, the next section would be Faith 

Wandering – but there is no mention of Israel’s failure and forty years of 

wasted time.  Why?  Because that was an experience of unbelief, not faith!   

ii. The writer did use this experience in Hebrews 3 and 4 as an illustration of 

doubting the Word.  But nowhere in Hebrews 11 will you find a record of any 

failure because of unbelief.  FAITH RECORDS ONLY THE VICTORIES!  

6. Joshua and Rahab – Faith Winning, vv 30-31 

i. Joshua was Moses’ successor as leader of Israel, and he succeeded 

because he trusted the same God that Moses had trusted. 

ii. Rahab became a part of the nation of Israel.  She married Salmon and gave 

birth to Boaz who was an ancestor of King David.  Imagine a pagan harlot 

becoming a part of the ancestry of Jesus Christ !  That is what true faith can 

do! 

7. Various Heroes of Faith – Faith Witnessing, vv 32-40 

i. Faith can operate in the life of any person who will dare to listen to God’s 

Word and surrender to God’s will. 

ii. This section deals with a variety of witnesses who walk in faith by obeying 

the Word of God:  Gideon (Judg 6:11-7:25), Barak (Judg 4-5), Samson (Judg 

13-16), Jephthah (Judg 11:1-12:7), Daniel (Dan 6), the three Hebrew boys 

(Dan 3:23-28), widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:22), messengers of God (2 

Chron 36:16), to name a few. 

 

Summary:   

1. Faith enables us to turn from the approval of the world and seek only the approval of God.  

If God is glorified by delivering his people, He will do it.  If He sees fit to be glorified by not 

delivering His people, then He will do that.  But we must never conclude that the absence 

of deliverance means a lack of faith on the part of God’s children. 

2. “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Heb 11:6).  But this kind of faith grows comes 

from listening to the word of Christ (Rom 10:17) and fellowship in worship and prayer.  Faith 

is possible to all kinds of believers in all kinds of situations. 

 

Notes: 

 


