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HEBREWS 12
THE RACE OF FAITH: ENDURANCE
(The Superior Example: Jesus Christ, God’s Son)
Selected Scriptures

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV)

“..let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus...”
(Hebrews 12: 1-2 NKJV)

“Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of
endurance...Now the just shall live by faith...” (Hebrews 10:35-36, 38 NKJV)

“Indeed we count them blessed who endure...” (James 5:11 NKJV)

OVERVIEW

The Jewish-Christians still seem to have a mind to take backward steps, and return to Judaism. They are
under severe persecution, and a “crises of decision.” The Holy Spirit warns of returning to “dead works”
of the world. Our hope and the joy of our salvation is in Christ alone. God wants us to move on to
spiritual maturity and continue to grow. Christianity has a “High Priest” who, in every way, is superior
to the priests of Judaism. His “New Covenant” of blessings is eternal, better and greater glory, effectively
sympathetic, merciful, forgiveness of sin, His sacrifice is final, and He did defeat the “prince of death”
(Hebrews 2:14 NKJV).

KEY TERMS:

e  “Cloud of witnesses”: the heroes of faith (Hebrews 11): The faithful followers of God bearing
witness to the Truth that God blesses the life of faith.

e The Christian’s great NEED in life- ENDURANCE: “fix our eyes on:” to turn away from all
distractions, focus eyes and mind on just one thing.
***Endure by keeping your eyes on Jesus***(Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV)



e JESUS: “The Champion” who accomplished everything necessary for faith under the “New
Covenant” so that it would become a reality for the Christian Believer. (Who must choose).

e Christian race (life of faith) Goal/Purpose:

For heaven-get serious about finishing well

For life, both abundant and eternal

To live with God forever in the new heavens and earth

To know God in communion, companionship, and fellowship now and forever
To be escorted into the presence of God to live forever-finishing well
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To learn how to stand fast against all kinds of trials, temptations, and opposition, etc.

e To learn to run with patience (Gk. hupomone). The word means endurance, fortitude,
steadfastness, constancy, perseverance (Hebrews 12:1).

e The Supreme Example: Lord Jesus Christ obeying God in everything, trusting God all throughout
His life on this earth, even to the point of death (Hebrews 12:2).

e

e “Chastening” (Gk. paideias): education, child-training, teach, instruct, discipline, pain, proof of

love, bringing to growth/maturity, developing moral character-the work of a father-allowing
God to work out HIS “perfect plan.”

e  “Reverence” (Gk. eulabeia): means with caution, carefully, with discretion (Kenneth Wuest.
Hebrews, Vol. 2, p. 231).” (Gk. Awe, fear of God).

OUTLINE: HEBREWS 12

L The Example of the Champion: Jesus Son of God (12:1-4)
1. The Great Discipline of God-Chastisement (12:5-13)
A. Assurance of God’s Love
B. The Correct Attitude: Endure by Faith, Submit and Grow
1. Warning: The Example of Esau’s Profane Conduct (12:14-17)
V. The Power and Blessings of God’s Grace (12:18-29)
A. The Believers inherit an “unshakeable kingdom” (Heaven)
B. The Believers show Gratitude for God’s Grace (Serving)
C. God’s Word is Grace and Life for the Believer

THE RACE AND GOAL OF FAITH IS “JESUS,” THE ALL-SUFFICIENT SAVIOR. KEEP ON RUNNING WITH YOUR
EYES ON HIM. HE ENDURED AND WON. AS A RESULT, HE IS “SET DOWN” AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE
THRONE OF GOD, VICTORIOUS!

(HEBREWS 12)
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