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Suffering is the main theme which runs throughout 1 Peter. Though the outbreak of persecution
under Nero had not been fully realized yet, Christians in various places were undergoing
persecution. Peter knew that the hostility they were facing was only a foretaste of what was to
come, and he sought to teach them the proper response to hostility.
A. Salvation: 1 Peter 1:3-12
a. The foundation and hope of the Christian life is salvation because it is impossible to
stand firm in times of persecution, great or small, without a saving relationship with
Jesus Christ.
b. Final salvation will be culminated when Christ is revealed. The salvation we now
possess is not a salvation from the trials of life, but from the power and

consequences of sin.

B. Separation: 1 Peter 2:11-12; Heb 11:13; Lev 11:44-45; Lev 19:2; 20:7

a. Why did Peter refer to his readers as strangers or aliens?

b. To survive persecution and hostility, God’s people have to realize that our home is
not here. We do not live like the world because we do not belong to this world. We
are separate and holy people who do not conform to the law of a sinful word, but
who follow the way of a holy God. Peter’s readers need to remember this high

calling in order to stand firm.

C. Submission: 1 Peter 1:2, 11, 14; 2:13, 17-18, 22; 3:1, 5-8, 13, 15, 22; 5:5-6
a. The key response to hostility in First Peter is submission (or forms thereof) and is
used multiple times in this letter. Believers in Christ must learn to be submissive to
authority, not because the authority itself is always commendable, but because
being submissive refines Christian character.

b. How do we know that submission doesn’t mean unquestioned compliance?

c. The Christians to whom Peter writes, who are scattered throughout northern and
western Turkey, are facing trails and soon will face great persecution. They will have
to be firm in their standards, yet submissive to authorities — not reckless, violent or

subversive.



D. Suffering: 1 Peter 3:8-16

a. Peter finally gets to the heart of his message and addresses Christian suffering. It

is only as we live a life of salvation, separation, and submission that we are able to

stand under suffering.

. How is 1 Peter 3:15 a key to withstanding suffering?

. Peter points to the return of Christ as the foundation of hope for Christians

undergoing suffering (1 Peter 1:5, 7, 13; 2:12; 4:7, 13). The only way to withstand
suffering is to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and His future glory. When our focus is
on Christ, it keeps everything else in life in perspective. Our goal is not a trouble-

free life, but eternal life in Christ.

E. Service: 1 Peter 4:7-11; 5:9-10, 12

Notes:

a. Peter encourages Christians in their service. Suffering should not consume

Christians. Believers in Christ should be clear-minded and self-controlled, loving
one another, offering hospitality, and using their spiritual gifts to serve one another

so that God may be praised.

. Peter encourages elders to be shepherds of God’s flock, serving willingly as

overseers, “eager to serve.”

. Satan often uses trials and suffering to try to undermine our faith and destroy us.

But the resounding call is to stand firm because God will see us through.



