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2 PETER 

(Resource:  Through the Bible: A Complete Old & New Testament Bible Study) 

 
First Peter dealt with dangers (suffering) from outside the church and how to handle them.  Second 

Peter deals with dangers (suffering) from inside the church.  The key word in Second Peter is 

Knowledge because the knowledge of God and of His word alert us to false doctrines and fruitless 

lifestyles.  Proper knowledge of God cultivates relationships, condemns fleshly teaching, and 

gives us confidence in His return. 

 
A. Cultivation of the Christian Character:  2 Peter 1:3-11 

a. What virtues does Peter tell believers to add to their faith? 

b. The closer we walk to God in obedience (action) and submission (attitude), truly 

desiring to cultivate our Chistian character, the more intimately we will know God.  

And it is that knowledge that will keep us from falling away when we are bombarded 

with deceptive philosophies. 

 

B. Condemnation of False Teacher: 2 Peter 2:1-18   

a. Even though these false teachers would advocate a promiscuous lifestyle, peddling 

made-up stories and exploiting their “converts,” they still would pose a threat to the 

immature Christians who were just escaping the error of the world.  This is why Peter 

is concerned about their growth in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.  A little truth mixed 

with error can be devastating. 

b. But Peter reminds us of the fate of these false teachers:  if God didn’t spare the 

angels when they sinned, or the people in Noah’s day before the flood, or the 

inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, He will not spare the false teachers either but 

will hold them for the day judgment. 

c. What practical steps can we take to deepen our understanding of God's word to 

better shield yourself from false teachings? 
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C. Confidence in the Lord’s Return:  2 Peter 3:3-15  

a. Peter warns Christians of false teachings yet to come, when scoffers will deny that 

God will intervene in history.   

b. Why does God seem to be so slow in returning? 

c. Our confidence in the Lord’s return should motivate us to be pure in the way we live 

now. 

 

Summary 

• False teachers always are in this generation, and we must be students of God’s 

Word in order to know what is true.  We must never let the world shake our 

confidence in the promises of God.  He has promised that a day of judgment is 

coming and that a new heaven and new earth will be created.  God’s knowledge 

enables us to endure and inspires us to obey and to live holy and godly lives in 

service to Him. 

• First and Second Peter show the Christian’s response to hostility from the outside 

and heresy inside the church.  Together, Peter’s letters form a Chrisitan survival 

guide.  It is possible not to fall, but only with a saving relationship with Christ, which 

is evidenced and obedient, holy life, growing in the knowledge of Christ.  We must 

continue our preparation, 2 Peter 3:18. 

 

Notes: 

 


